
With wind turbines popping up 
all over Dodge City Community 
College’s service area, the 
demand for high-angle rescue 

training is greater.
 “The more and more wind towers we get 
in this area, the more and more prob-
ability we’ll be training students to do 
the rescue work for those areas,” said 
Danny Gillum, Associate Dean of 
Technical Education.
 Gillum said an instructor 
has been found to 
teach the high-angle 
rescue classes for 
the DCCC Fire Sci-
ence program. 
He also said the 
college will be 
able to utilize the 
68-foot training tower built by the Mon-
tezuma Fire Department for the classes. 
Instruction will be provided for basic, 
intermediate, advanced and high-angle 
rescue.
	 “We	will	all	culminate,	which	is	pretty	exciting	
for us, in Colorado and they (students) will also 
become	mountain	rescue	trained	off	of	a	600-foot	
facing.	So	it	will	be	just	something	new	to	offer	
the students. It will not be solely for Fire Science 
students, it will be for anyone to deliver credit 
hours,” Gillum said.

 

The board approved 
the purchase of 

$19,533.71 of rescue lines 
and accessories from Ozark 

Rescue Suppliers Inc. for the 
Fire Science program.

 The board also approved the pur-
chase of a Hurst Tool or also known 

as the “Jaws of Life” for the Fire Science 
program.
	 “We	will	be	the	only	fire	science	

program in the state to have that,” Gillum said. 
“That is phenomenal. We were able to get an 

outstanding price from the Salina company and 
Hurst themselves because we’re an educational 
institution.”
 The college received a $9,998 bid from Weis Fire 
Equipment for the Hurst Tool. Gillum said the 
tool	normally	costs	nearly	$30,000.
	 “We’re	very	excited	to	offer	that	training	not	only	
to our students but to all these volunteer agencies 
out	there	needing	extra	training,”	Gillum	said.
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Fire Science program to add 
equipment, instruction

The Hurst Tool or also 
known as the “Jaws of Life” 
will be added to the rescue 
tool arsenal for DCCC’s Fire 
Science program. The Fire 
Science program will be the 
only program in the state 
offering instruction and 
training with the Hurst Tool.



Committee to research community garden request

 • Approved a service agree-
ment with United Wireless 
Communications Inc. for cell 
phone service.
 • Approved the bid for the 
appointment of Kennedy 
McKee & Company LLP as the 
college	auditors	for	2009,	2010	
and	2011	for	$28,000.	It	was	
also suggested that Kennedy 
McKee & Company LLP con-
tinue to be the college audi-
tors for Endowment, Alumni 
Boosters and Foundation.
 • Approved a professional 
services contract with Jenza-
bar	Inc.	and	DCCC	for	$36,460	
to provide consulting services 
to achieve on-line advising, 
on-line	financial	aid	and	on-
line registration.
 • Approved the PowerFaids 
License Supplement, Order 
for	Software	and	Services	
for $37,225 and Professional 
Services Statement of Work for 
$1,000	plus	travel	expenses	be-
tween Jenzabar Inc. and DCCC 
for	financial	aid	software.
 • Approved the Community 

Fisheries Assistance Program 
and Amendment to the Com-
munity Fisheries Assistance 
Program between the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and 
Parks and DCCC. KDWP will 
stock Lake Charles and DCCC 
will maintain the upkeep.
 • Approved the lease of 
two	2008	Chevrolet	Imaplas	
from G&G Inc. for $995.56 per 
month for a lease term of 18 
months/36,000	miles.
 • Approved the purchase of 
two multimedia stations and 
equipment needed for a total 
of $18,126 from Cytek Media 
Systems Inc. The equipment 
will be for the new classroom/
lab and ESL language lab in 
the Academic Success Center. 
The funding will come from 
the Title V grant.
 • Accepted the resignation 
of Carla Wilson, Director of 
Human	Services,	effective	
Feb. 1.
 • Accepted the request from 
John	Barlettano	not	to	extend	
his leave of absence. 

	 The	board	decided	to	form	a	committee	to	fur-
ther research the request for the use of land for a 
community	garden	by	the	Sunflower	Community	
Garden organization.
 The organization proposed using land on the 
south side of the Dodge City Community College 
campus north of the water tower at the Septem-
ber	board	meeting.	According	to	a	proposal	letter,	
the organization would like to have a vegetable 
garden area and an orchard area. The garden 
would	be	the	first	phase	and	plans	to	plant	fruit	
trees	would	start	in	March	2010.		
 Vada Hermon, Director of Business Services, said 
she researched liability insurance issues associated 
with the garden and she was told by the college’s 

insurance representative that the current policy 
would cover the garden since it would be on col-
lege property. Hermon said one issue that needs 
more research is the proposal for the access drive-
way and parking lot, which has been proposed to 
be made using gravel. Hermon said the drive and 
parking lot would have to be ADA compliant.
 “If you put gravel out there then I’d have con-
cerns with someone falling on the loose gravel,” 
Hermon said. “If we’re going to do this then there 
should be a parking lot, it should be paved and it 
should be ADA (compliant).”
	 Glenn	Kerbs,	the	college’s	attorney,	said	he	
came up with a list of several questions that need 
to be addressed before a decision is made.
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